HOW TO INVEST
The Sunshine Coast offers a wide range of exciting
investment opportunities in major infrastructure, residential
and commercial precincts and high-value industry
development for both onshore and offshore investors.
The Sunshine Coast Council and its government and
industry partners can help bring major investment visions
and proposals to life.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
For a confidential discussion on the opportunities available
in the Tourism, Sport and Leisure industry, contact:
Industry and investment enquiries:
Head of Investment Attraction
Sunshine Coast Council
Phone: +61 (0)407 753 645
Email: invest@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
WEBSITE ADDRESS
www.invest.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au

TOURISM, SPORT AND LEISURE
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I NV E STME N T O P P O RTU N I TI E S

TOURISM, SPORT AND LEISURE
The Sunshine Coast tourism region benefitted in 2016 from
A$2.4 billion in visitor expenditure (Tourism and Events
Queensland, Sunshine Coast Regional Snapshot Dec 2016).
There were more than 9.5 million visitors to the Sunshine Coast
region in 2016 with the Coast recording its highest ever domestic
overnight numbers, attracting 3.4 million arrivals, a rise of 15%
for the year. The Sunshine Coast has a strong tourism sector
with almost 300,000 international visitors to December 2016,
an increase of 16% on the previous year and a 45% increase
in visitor expenditure (Tourism Research Australia, 2017).
The Sunshine Coast is ranked as one of Australia’s top tourism markets.
The region’s natural assets, from coastal beaches to hinterland

forests, coupled with designated tourism investment
areas and a range of national standard sporting facilities
provide excellent opportunities for new tourism developments
and business investments in accommodation, sport and leisure.
The Sunshine Coast also plays host to a number of major sporting
events such as the Mooloolaba Triathlon, Ironman 70.3 Sunshine
Coast, and a range of other sports competitions and events
each year.
The Sunshine Coast Lightning netball team, the region’s first national
league sporting franchise who won the Suncorp Super Netball series
in their inaugural season in 2017.

KEY TOURISM, SPORT AND LEISURE ENTERPRISES ON THE SUNSHINE COAST INCLUDE:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Over 151 hotel, motel and serviced apartment establishments
10 surf life saving clubs
Australia Zoo
Merlin Entertainment
Aussie World Theme Park
Sunshine Coast Airport Pty Ltd
Jetts Fitness Head Office

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Minor Hotels
Novotel Twin Waters
Mantra Group
Melbourne Storm
Sunshine Coast Lightning (National Super Netball Team)
Sunshine Coast Turf Club
Palisade Investment Partners.

WHY INVEST IN A TOURISM, SPORT AND LEISURE BUSINESS ON THE SUNSHINE COAST?
•
•

•

More than 9.5 million guests visit the wider Sunshine Coast
region each year and spend A$2.4 billion.
The Sunshine Coast is ranked seventh of all Australian
Tourism Regions for tourism expenditure for 2016 (Tourism
Research Australia, 2016), with an increasingly sophisticated
market demand for new 5-star accommodation options.
Some 50 major events, sponsored by Council, bring more
than 125,000 guests to the region to participate in and
watch the Mooloolaba Triathlon, Ironman 70.3 Sunshine Coast,
Caloundra Music Festival and Queensland Garden Expo among
others, contributing close to A$70 million to the regional
economy.

•

•

•

The Sunshine Coast Airport provides a direct gateway
to the region and is being expanded to accommodate
aircraft from a greater range of locations in Australia, Asia
and other international ports.
A highly skilled and educated workforce is ready to
work, with hospitality one of the largest employers in
the region.
The region has a thriving business events and conference
sector with 400 events in 2015-16 which is an annual growth
of 7% and a 9.5% growth in delegates (Sunshine Coast
Business Events Industry Update March 2017).

We decided to base the Jetts Fitness International Headquarters
right here on the Sunshine Coast for many reasons; it’s a world class destination
for our partners and team, it is a hotpot of talent, and the Coast has such a
progressive, active community with so many opportunities for growth.
Brendon Levenson
Founding Director Jetts 24 Hour Fitness

INVEST SUNSHINE COAST - THE FUTURE IS HERE
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“Steve Irwin, known
around the world as the
Crocodile Hunter, was most passionate about his home on Queensland’s
Sunshine Coast – Australia Zoo. Today, our award-winning zoological gardens are
set on over 100 acres and feature more than 1,200 animals. We have a wonderful
local workforce, a strong tourism industry, and are pleased with the Sunshine
Coast Council’s vision to be Australia’s most sustainable, vibrant, green and
diverse region which complements our passion for wildlife and conservation.”
Terri Irwin
Australia Zoo

SPORTS TRAINING ON THE COAST
The Sunshine Coast is well known as one of Australia’s most
desirable regions. It is also increasingly being recognised as one
of Australia’s premier sports training destinations and a great
host of major and international sporting events and teams.

Our region enjoys an average of 7 hours of sunshine 300 days a
year and has expansive beautiful beaches and natural surrounds
that offer coaches and athletes a unique setting for training and
relaxation.

With national or international standard training facilities for 32
sports on the Sunshine Coast, the region offers excellent training
venues for a wide range of sports disciplines. The region’s appeal
as a leading sports destination is further strengthened by the
University of the Sunshine Coast – Sports Science Division, which
is the only one accredited by the Australian Institute of Sport.

In 2016, the estimated spend on sports by locals and visitors was
A$220 million, generating A$442 million in economic activity. In the
same period there were 13,960 businesses on the Sunshine Coast
that offered products or services that relate to the sports industry
supply chain.

The Sunshine Coast is also easily accessible to the world. Through
the Sunshine Coast Airport (MCY), the region is linked to more than 55
Australian and 125 International destinations. Beyond this, athletes,
officials and spectators flying into Queensland’s major domestic or
international airports are only a short one hour drive away.
In addition to world class training facilities and great accessibility,
the Sunshine Coast has a unique point of difference to many other
sporting destinations – an abundance of natural training assets
and outstanding weather conditions.

