AUSTRALIA’S SUNSHINE COAST

EDUCATION
AND RESEARCH
INDUSTRY
The smart place for
living and learning
13,000

graduates
every year

100+

R egistered
training
organisations

-

Join our thriving education
and research community
A thriving education sector, outstanding research facilities
and a reputation for innovation makes the Sunshine Coast
the smart place for education and research investment.
The Sunshine Coast has nationally
awarded universities, a growing
international education market, extensive
vocational education and training facilities
and a high performing school system.
The education and research sector is
predicted to become the region’s second
largest employer by 2033 and is a key
driver of economic growth.

Why the Sunshine Coast?
Major capital investments will drive
demand for a highly skilled and educated
workforce across all of the region’s highvalue industries.
Demand for educational services by
Sunshine Coast residents is predicted
to grow by up to 50% between 2013
and 2033.
In 2018, the education and training sector
provided over 12,580 jobs and contributed
$1 billion to the Sunshine Coast’s
economy (AEC Group, 2018).

Capabilities and linkages
Industry and government stakeholders
have launched Study Sunshine Coast

Education and research on the Sunshine Coast

→
→
→
→
→

57.4% of the local labour force holds a
tertiary qualification
Desirable location for international students
120+ undergraduate and postgraduate
degrees at USC
Two TAFE Queensland campuses
World-class research facilities

which promotes the region’s education
offerings to overseas and domestic
students as well as the lifestyle, work and
career opportunities that are available.
Industry participants are developing
research capabilities and linkages with
business, including specific assistance
programs through USC (University of
the Sunshine Coast).

“The Sunshine Coast is in the right place at the
right time. (It has an) innovative self-starting
streak, coupled with a broader knowledge sector.
By the measure of every other comparable
city on the Australian continent, this place is
entrepreneurial, it is bizarrely entrepreneurial.”
Bernard Salt, leading demographer, April 2019
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Fast facts
Demand for education
and research
→ Up to 60,000 more cyber security professionals will be needed

FAST
83,500
students
FACTS

More than 100 Registered
Training Organisations

in Australia by 2030. The USC Institute for Cyber Investigations
and Forensics is equipping a new generation of specialists to
forge a career in this fast-growing field.
→ A strategic research partnership between council and USC

80+ public and
private schools

fosters collaborative research that promotes regional and
economic development.
→ The $60.8 million Sunshine Coast Health Institute assists
students to transition into healthcare and provides a research

Over 5,000

apprentices and traineeships

link between universities and the healthcare sector.
→ The Australian Industry Trade College is equipping year
10 to 12 students with an industry apprenticeship while they
complete their secondary education to fuel the $12.5 billion
in project investment across the region.

13,000 students

graduate every year with
vocational degrees

S TA R P E R FO R M E R S
The Sunshine Coast is home to awardwinning tertiary educators, highly
regarded schools and a wide range of
education and training providers.

USC
CQUniversity
Griffith University
Innovation Centre Sunshine Coast
Sunshine Coast Health Institute
TAFE Queensland
Lexis English
Flight Training
Look Now Training
Sunshine Coast Technical Trade
Training Centre
Australian Industry Trade College
STEPS Education and Training
Community Solutions
Demi International
Sunshine Coast Mind and
Neuroscience – Thompson Institute
John Pearson Consulting
Union Institute of Language
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Sunshine Coast
education network
Education Sunshine Coast Inc is the peak
body for the advocacy and promotion of the
region’s education and research industry.
Members include USC, TAFE Queensland,
CQUniversity, Independent Tertiary
Education Council Australia, Education
Queensland, Independent Schools Sunshine
Coast, Catholic Education, Australian
Industry Trade College, Sunshine Coast
Council and Study Sunshine Coast.

Emerging
opportunities

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N

Key capital investment projects are
changing the face of the Sunshine Coast and
paving the way for a stronger economy.

USC (University of the Sunshine Coast) is one of
Australia’s fastest growing regional universities,

Demand for educational services
Continued growth in demand presents
an opportunity to invest in training and
educational services, supported by an
established network of training and education
providers as well as research facilities.

Research partnerships
Partnerships between the local higher
education industry and businesses provide
confidence, evidence and foundations to
turn collaborative research into innovative
commercial products and services.

New education markets

serving the Sunshine Coast and extended region
from Moreton Bay to the Fraser Coast.
Opening its doors in 1996, USC was at the
time the first greenfeld public university to be
established in Australia since the early 1970s.
Today, with more than 17,809 enrolled students,
the university is on track to be a comprehensive
multi-campus university growing towards
35,000 students.
USC is consistently ranked among Australia’s
top universities for teaching quality and student
experience. Graduates rate the university’s
teaching quality with five stars and is the only
Queensland university to maintain this rating for
10 years in a row.
The university undertakes research of

Leveraging the branding and external

international, national and local significance in

marketing work of Study Sunshine Coast,

areas such as health sciences, environmental

there is an opportunity to explore niche

sciences, biological sciences, veterinary sciences,

international education markets, as well

and technology. The university’s international

as capitalise on the growth in demand for

reputation for research is growing every year

educational services from Asian markets.

with 26 research fields now rated at, or above,
world standard.
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Future proofing our next generation
The Sunshine Coast is a tech-savvy region with a reputation for
innovation and leadership in Science, Technology, Education and
Maths (STEM) education.
Continued investment in talent and skills prepares our workforce
with the knowledge and experience needed to compete in a global
marketplace.

Australian Industry
Trade College
AITC is a trade school where Year
10, 11 and 12 students complete

→ Schools across the region are leading the way in STEM innovation.

their senior secondary education

→ RoboCoast, a hub of state and private schools, encourages the uptake

while beginning a school-based

of robotics and coding.
→ Generation Innovation is an annual challenge for 15-25 year-olds wanting
to start their own business.

apprenticeship in an industry. The
Sunshine Coast campus opened in July
2018 with 47 Year 10 students and
expects to grow to 200-250 students

→ The Sunshine Coast Telstra Innovation Awards program challenges high
school students to develop entrepreneurial thinking.

over the next four years, adding Year
11 in 2019, and Year 12 in 2020.

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N

CQUniversity

Griffith University

CQUniversity is one of

Griffith University ranks in

Australia’s leading universities,

the top 2% of universities

with more than 30,000 students

worldwide, with 50,000

across 24 campuses and over

students across six campuses

300 education and training

in south east Queensland.

offerings. The university is

As a collaborative partner of

a pioneer in the delivery of

the Sunshine Coast Health

distance education, a renowned

Institute, the university

research institution and the

expanded its medical program

benchmark leader for how

to the Sunshine Coast in

universities should engage with

2019 where Griffith medicine

their communities.

students will undertake the
majority of their rotations at
Sunshine Coast University
Hospital.

“The Sunshine Coast
is a naturally inspiring
environment for students
to live, learn and kick-start
their future. Our region
has leading edge facilities
that inspire learning today
and leading tomorrow,
providing students with
the opportunity to learn
transferable high-value
skills they can deploy in a
global economy.”
Tracey Coobula
Manager, Study Sunshine Coast
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H E A LT H E D U C AT I O N

Sunshine Coast
Health Institute
The Sunshine Coast Health Institute (SCHI) is a

Study Sunshine Coast plays a proactive

dedicated education, training and research facility,

role in attracting Australian and

contributing to the Sunshine Coast University

international students by delivering

Hospital’s (SCUH) vision of providing “health and

marketing campaigns that raise

wellbeing through exceptional care”.

awareness of the Sunshine Coast as a

SCHI is a collaborative partnership between the

high performing education offering.

Sunshine Coast Hospital and Health Service, USC,
TAFE Queensland, and Griffith University. Together,
the SCHI partners provide a range of educational
tools and training to develop and improve the skills
of doctors, nurses, allied health workers, health
professionals and vocational students.
The vision for SCHI is to be an institute for innovation
that leads research informed health care, education
and training that delivers solutions to address health
service, consumer and community needs.
Teaching and research are integral to the SCUH,
and the SCHI plays a vital role in training the next

The organisation supports education
providers to increase student
enrolments and drives collaboration
between education, training and
ancillary service providers such as
accommodation, transportation and
experiences, to leverage the student
market for increased economic and
social output.
With its partner organisations, Study
Sunshine Coast aims to provide a

generation of staff, fostering innovation and

welcoming and supportive environment

maintaining a culture of ongoing clinical audit,

that enhances student experience,

redesign and clinical practice improvement to

boosts retention and encourages

support excellence in the delivery of care.

visitation by relatives and friends.

“Our Sunshine Coast offers local, national and international
students an education and lifestyle experience that is unrivalled
anywhere in Australia.” Mayor Mark Jamieson, Sunshine Coast Council
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SUNSHINE COAST
BUSINESS SNAPSHOT
LA

Population growth

Prime location

→ One of the largest local
government areas in Australia
with a population of 330,000
and has averaged 2.7% annual
growth over the last decade,
making it one of the fastest
growing areas in the nation.
(ABS, 2018)

→ The Sunshine Coast Airport is
being expanded to deliver direct
access to the region from more
Australian and international
destinations, with completion
expected by late 2020.

→ Population expected to grow
to 518,000 people by 2041.
(QGSO, 2018; ABS, 2018)
→ A wider service catchment of
1.2 million people. (DESE, 2020)

Educated workforce
→ Quality education sector with
award-winning universities,
a multi-campus vocational
training institute, more than 100
Registered Training Organisations
and more than 80 private and
public schools.
→ A highly educated workforce,
with the region’s population
holding a higher level of postsecondary school qualifications
than the state average and
more than 83,500 students
studying locally.

Lower operating costs
→ More affordable industrial land
prices – between 36-84% lower
than other Australian capital
cities on the eastern seaboard.

d LA
Honolulu an

→ The Sunshine Coast is just over
one hour by road from Brisbane,
the state capital.
→ Excellent access to national
and international air and sea
ports, including Sunshine Coast
Airport, Brisbane International
Airport and the Port of Brisbane,
along with direct access to
national road and rail networks.

Export opportunities
→ Positioning the region as a
competitive source of high
demand goods and services
to increase investment,
employment, infrastructure
and community prosperity.
→ Sunshine Coast International
Business Development program
provides collaboration and
market opportunities.

FUTURE-PROOFING
WITH FAST DATA
The Sunshine Coast International
Broadband Network will provide
Australia’s fastest and most
affordable telecommunications
connection to Asia from the east
coast and the second fastest to
the United States.

With future-proof capability,
the new cable will increase
data transmission speed,
reduce risk and lead to a
reduction in international
communication costs for
business and consumers.
The cable will be in service
from 2020, making the
Sunshine Coast the ideal
Australian location for
domestic and global operators.

→ Lower prices for commercial
office space – almost 50% lower
than Brisbane CBD costs.
→ Lowest basic flat payroll tax
rate of any Australian state or
territory.
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THE FUTURE IS HERE
The Sunshine Coast is building a new economy based
on a clear 20-year economic plan, which aims to
double Gross Regional Product (GRP) and high-value
employment opportunities.

Goals for 2033
→

A$33 billion economy

→

100,000 employment opportunities
in high-value industries

→

20% of goods and services produced
for export outside the region

→

Household income levels above the
state average

Sunshine Coast Council welcomes and
supports the growth of local businesses
and the establishment of new ones in
the region.

Download the Invest Sunshine
Coast app for latest news.
Available from the App Store
and Google Play.

→ Talk to a specialist for site selection assistance
and relocation advice.

→ Access a wide array of information online, including
local success stories, programs available to local
businesses and the latest in local industry news.

invest.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
Email invest@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
or call the Head of Trade and Investment
on + 61 407 753 645

Disclaimer: Information contained in this document is based on available information at the time of writing. All figures and diagrams
are indicative only and should be referred to as such. While Sunshine Coast Council has exercised reasonable care in preparing this
document it does not warrant or represent that it is accurate or complete. Council or its officers accept no responsibility for any loss
occasioned to any person acting or refraining from acting in reliance upon any material contained in this document.
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→ Ask for connections with government and industry
bodies and access international market information.

