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While our Council and our region
is grateful for the recent Federal
budget announcement of a $1.6
billion contribution to deliver a new
rail connection from Beerwah to
Maroochydore, this is just one of the
many projects that require commitment

Mayor Mark Jamieson

from all parties contesting the Federal
election in order to maximise our

The Sunshine Coast remains one
of the fastest growing regions
in the nation, with population
expected to grow from 350,000
to well over 500,000 by 2041.
With this significant growth, our focus
remains on ensuring that our region
is connected and has the essential
infrastructure to meet the growing
needs of our communities.

advocacy efforts with the Queensland
Government and to ensure the
commitment is fulfilled, regardless of

infrastructure solutions. The 2032
Games presents a unique opportunity
for all levels of government to work
together to ensure a lasting legacy is
realised for the Sunshine Coast and
Queensland.
This document outlines the core
commitments that our Council is
seeking from all parties to advance the
prosperity, connectivity and liveability
of our Sunshine Coast.

all levels of government, particularly for

Our Council remains committed
to working with whomever forms
government to ensure that our region’s
objectives are achieved and that our
residents and our communities are in
a position to realise our vision of being
Australia’s most sustainable region –
healthy, smart, creative.

essential public transport and social

Mayor Mark Jamieson

the outcome of the poll on 21 May 2022.
With Brisbane to host the 2032
Olympic and Paralympic Games and
the Sunshine Coast as a Key Delivery
Partner, it has never been more critical
for our region to secure support from

SUNSHINE COAST SNAPSHOT
350,000 people

4.5%

518,000+

10 million +

annual employment
growth*

by 2041

$18.4 billion

visitors to the
region each year

15,000+

economy

$33 billion

jobs created in the last

5 years

in 2033

*as at February 2022

CONTRIBUTIONS
TO GOVERNMENT
Based on 2020/2021 Australian Bureau of
Statistics taxation revenue data.

81.1%

COMMONWEALTH

19.9%

STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
The Sunshine Coast’s public transport connectivity to
Brisbane is grossly inadequate, with the current rail link
north of Beerburrum a single track, on a poor alignment
that has been largely unchanged since the 1890’s and with
service schedules that do not accommodate the needs of
commuters, business nor visitors.
Public transport within the Sunshine Coast – one of the
fastest growing regions in the nation - is also significantly
inadequate, to the point that only around 3% of all trips
use public transport. As the region continues to grow and
with the majority of that growth occurring east of the Bruce
Highway, the absence of a viable, efficient and sustainable
public transport network is generating significant congestion
in the urban areas and having an enduring deleterious
impact on the liveability of the Sunshine Coast and the
productivity of the region’s economy.
Consistent with the priorities in the South East Queensland
Regional Plan, the Sunshine Coast Regional Economic
Development Strategy and the Sunshine Coast Integrated
Transport Strategy and the plans associated with staging
the 2032 Brisbane Olympic and Paralympic Games, Council
is seeking from all parties:

•

A commitment to maintain within the Commonwealth
Budget, the recently announced $1.6 billion as
the Federal government’s contribution to the
delivery of a new rail connection from Beerwah
to Maroochydore, with greater clarity provided on
the timing and delivery of that project. In addition,
Council seeks a commitment from all parties to
advocate vigorously to the Queensland Government to
provide a matching contribution to enable this critical
project to proceed and be delivered prior to 2032.

•

Pending the outcome of the Detailed Business Case for
the Sunshine Coast Mass Transit project (currently led
by the Queensland Department of Transport and Main
Roads), commit to jointly fund the delivery of the first
stage of a mass transit solution for delivery by 2027.

•

An agreement to work with the Queensland Government
to resolve any funding deficit for the duplication
of the North Coast Rail Line from Beerburrum to
Landsborough, with a commitment to find a solution
to facilitate the extension of the upgrade to Nambour.

ROAD TRANSPORT
The Bruce Highway is the primary land-based transport
connection between the Sunshine Coast and the rest
of South East Queensland. Council acknowledges that
extensive Bruce Highway investment is occurring within the
Sunshine Coast with the completion of the upgrade between
Caloundra and Sunshine Motorway ($932million) and the
current upgrade of the Maroochydore/Nambour Connection
Road/Mons Road interchanges ($301million).
The section of the Bruce Highway between the southern
Steve Irwin Way exit and Caloundra Road remains under
standard, susceptible to flooding and is frequently
congested for extended periods. While it is reassuring that
the upgrade from the southern Steve Irwin Way exit through
to Caboolture Bribie Island Road will provide important flood
immunity and help to keep the Sunshine Coast accessible
in severe weather events, the bottleneck north of the
southern Steve Irwin Way exit through to the Caloundra Road
interchange is the “missing link” and cannot be overlooked.
This section of the Bruce Highway is largely unchanged
since the early 1980’s, yet the population of the Sunshine
Coast has more than quadrupled in the intervening years.
The Mooloolah River Interchange is the most important roadbased upgrade to be delivered within the urban area of the

Sunshine Coast
in decades, serving the
major growth areas between
Maroochydore and the major
Health Precinct at Birtinya, including
the Sunshine Coast University Hospital. The $320
million commitment from the Queensland and Australian
Governments to deliver Stage 1 of this project is greatly
welcomed. Stage 2, which is estimated to cost $500 million,
needs to follow, ideally with delivery provided as one
continuous project.
Council is therefore, seeking from all parties:
•

Consistent with the current financial commitments
(80% Australian Government/20% Queensland
Government), a clear timing and funding commitment
to complete the expansion of the Bruce Highway
between the southern Steve Irwin Way exit
and Caloundra Road by December 2027.

•

A commitment of $250 million as the
Commonwealth’s contribution to Stage 2 of the
Mooloolah River Interchange (subject to matching
funding from the Queensland Government).

FAIRER FUNDING
The last 20 years has seen a significant erosion of
Commonwealth support for the invaluable infrastructure and
services that are delivered by councils to support the needs
of communities across Australia.

If the Financial Assistance Grants were restored to 1%, for
the Sunshine Coast Council this would mean an additional
$9.345 million, based on the Financial Assistance Grant
which Council received in 2021/22.

The value of the Commonwealth Financial Assistance
Grants in the mid-1990s sat at approximately 2% of total
Commonwealth taxation revenue. Today, it sits at 0.58%.

As it stands, with the recent changes to the methodology
developed by the Queensland Local Government
Grants Commission, our council is forecast to
lose an estimated $32 million over ten years in
reductions to its annual Financial Assistance
Grant - if no additional funding is made
available through the totality of the grant pool.

Over that same period, we have seen increasing devolution
of responsibilities from the Federal and State governments
to local councils along with expectations that councils play
a leading role in enabling the economic recovery of their
communities in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Local governments across Australia are also responsible
for 33% of the nation’s infrastructure, including 76% of the
nation’s roads. Yet collectively, councils across Australia
receive just 0.58% of the total Commonwealth taxation
revenue through the Financial Assistance Grants.
This is not a sustainable or viable option going
forward, given the extensive infrastructure and service
responsibilities that reside with councils.

Council is best placed to ensure this funding is directed to
where it is needed most in our community.
Council is seeking a commitment from all parties that
the next Federal Government will restore the value
of the Commonwealth Financial Assistant Grants
to local government to the equivalent of 1% of total
Commonwealth Taxation Revenue.

CLIMATE READY
Significant investments are required as part of our ongoing
adaptation response to the increasing climate hazard
risk and the escalating impacts to our natural assets, our
people’s wellbeing and our livelihoods. These investments
need to be considered in the context of the longer term
environmental, economic and social benefits that will
emerge and impact on the Sunshine Coast.

Council is seeking from all parties:

Sunshine Coast Council is committed to being a zero-net
emissions organisation and low carbon community by 2041
as we contribute locally to the global change required.

• Commitment that urban enhancements provide
opportunities to not only accommodate our increasing
population but also respond to changing climate hazards
via the delivery of appropriately designed and located
infrastructure, including the drainage and stormwater
network and stronger urban greening efforts.

As we prepare and build a climate ready Sunshine Coast
we seek leadership, policy support and funding support
to ensure that necessary planning, on ground action,
education and capacity building can occur.

• With regard to emissions reduction - Support to more
rapidly secure investment to develop local business
capability and technologies that accelerate emissions
reduction, expand the uptake of renewables and
financially support the establishment of cutting-edge
circular economy industries.

• Integrated and collaborative leadership, encouragement
and support for our communities to reduce their
emissions and increase their adaptive capacity and
resilience to a changing climate. For example, facilitating
improved building design outcomes for private dwellings
and greater access to suitable finance options to support
investment in climate resilient homes.

2032 BRISBANE (SEQ)

OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
The Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games is
a once in-a-lifetime opportunity to realise the necessary
investment in critical region-shaping infrastructure and
catalyse innovation in our regional tourism, sport and
leisure, agribusiness and digital industries that will
benefit both current and future generations.
All levels of government worked collaboratively towards
securing the hosting rights for the 2032 Games. More
than any other single event, the staging of the 2032
Olympic and Paralympic Games will provide an enduring
legacy for our communities and our economy, as we
showcase the Sunshine Coast on the world stage. If that
partnership approach is maintained, then profound
economic, social and environmental outcomes
will be realised for the Sunshine Coast.
As a Key Delivery Partner in the staging of
the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic
Games, the Sunshine Coast Council will play
host to eight Olympic and two Paralympic events,
provide the site for an Olympic Village and stage a
number of Games related events across the region.
To do so, there are two critical social infrastructure
projects that need commitment now to ensure they can
be delivered in a timely manner to meet the current
demonstrated needs of our region, as well as
achieve the requisite 10+10+ legacy that is
intended from the Games. The absence of
these venues are major infrastructure gaps
that need to be addressed now, in order to
realise enduring economic dividends for our
tourism industry, sport and events industry
and a wide range of supply chain sectors.

sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
mail@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
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Council is therefore, seeking the following:
•

A commitment of $36.6 million to be available
from the 2022-2023 financial year as the
Federal Government’s contribution towards
the delivery of the Stage 1 expansion of
the Sunshine Coast Stadium, so that the
venue is capable of staging Olympic football
events as well as support the attraction of
ongoing national sport and international
entertainment content to the Sunshine Coast.

•

A minimum of $100 million commitment – to
be matched by the Queensland Government
– to deliver the first stage of a flexible use,
contemporary Exhibition and Convention Facility
in the Maroochydore city centre, to support the
delivery of Games related events as well as
underpin the growth of the region’s share in the
business events, conventions and entertainment
markets. The detailed business case for this facility
has been with the Federal Government since
January 2020 – it only requires a clear funding
commitment to enable this facility to be progressed.

