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Maleny is located just one and a half hours north of Brisbane.
Take the Bruce Highway north from Brisbane and exit on
Steve Irwin Way (Tourist Drive #24).
At Landsborough turn left on to Tourist Drive #23 and head up
the hill to Maleny on the Landsborough - Maleny Road. Turn
left on to Mountain View Road at Cairncross Corner, just east
of Maleny - you can’t miss it.
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Facilities
• Rainforest Discovery
Centre with interactive
interpretive displays
• Elevated viewing deck with
breathtaking views of the
Glass House Mountains
• Mid-story wheelchair
accessible forest walk
• 2km of walking tracks in
55 hectares of subtropical
rainforest
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• Picnic tables, shelters and
gas barbeques
• Open recreation space and
children’s playground
• Wheelchair accessible
toilets
• Mountain View Cafe open
7 days a week
• Dogs are not permitted in
the Reserve

Rainforest Discovery Centre: 9am - 4.30pm every day
Anzac Day 12.30pm - 4.30pm.
CLOSED Good Friday and Christmas Day
Mountain View Cafe: Open 8.30am - 4.30pm.
Enquiries 5499 9180 or enquiries@mountainviewcafe.com.au
www.mountainviewcafe.com.au

A Sunshine Coast Council centre for
conservation, learning and partnerships

www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
cclp@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
T 07 5429 6122 F 07 5475 7277
148 Mountain View Road, Maleny Qld 4552
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Scenic Reserve

Flora
The Reserve is a rich subtropical rainforest remnant
encompassing a number of distinct habitat types including
swamp mahogany wetlands, palm groves and an ecotonal
forest- a reminder of a drier past.
It is home to an impressive range of flora, with 299 recorded
plant species, including over 100 tree specimens such as Red
cedar, Black bean and towering Strangler figs. Ancient Wonga
vines wind their way from the forest floor to the canopy above,
while the understory features a diverse array of shrubs, herbs,
palm lillies, ferns and orchids. Fungi, lichens and mosses
decorate decaying wood on the forest floor.
Photo: Dennis Desmond

Welcome to the natural jewel of the Sunshine
Coast hinterland. Mary Cairncross Scenic Reserve
comprises 55 hectares of National heritage or estate
listed subtropical rainforest overlooking the Glass
House Mountains.
A remnant of the rainforests that once covered
much of the Blackall Range, the Reserve is a living
museum of diverse plant and animal life which
delights with its tranquillity and beauty.
Enjoy the Rainforest Discovery Centre and
learn about many of the species that make Mary
Cairncross their home. Take a relaxing stroll through
rainforest tracks, take in a picnic or enjoy the
spectacular views at the cafe.
History
In 1941 Mabel, Mary and Elizabeth Thynne set aside this
Reserve out of deep respect for the rainforest and a generous
wish to preserve it for the enjoyment of future generations.
The three sisters named the 40 hectare reserve Mary Cairncross
Scenic Reserve to honour their mother Mary Thynne (nee
Cairncross). The sisters, with the help of their brother Ted,
transferred the property to the council through a Deed of
Trust that enshrines their intention to preserve the rainforest
in perpetuity. In 1966, the sole remaining daughter of Mary
Cairncross, Miss Elizabeth Thynne, donated a further two
hectares to the council.
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Geology
The Blackall Range was formed from volcanic activity about 30
million years ago when basalt lava flows buried the landscape.
The prominent peaks of the Glass House Mountains were
formed five million years later when underground magma
(molten rock) intruded into fissures and crevices within the
earth’s crust during a particularly geologically active period.
Geologists suggest that the land surface at the time was
300-400 metres above the present level. As it was primarily
sandstone, it gradually eroded over millions of years exposing
the outstanding rock formations you see today. National
heritage listing was gained in 2006 celebrating the aesthetic
value of the mountains. There are 14 mountains dotted across
600,000 hectares that straddle both Jinibara and Kabi Kabi
country from Mt Coochin in the North to Round Mountain in the
South.

Fauna
The reserve is home to 141 bird species, 25 mammal species,
34 reptile species, 17 amphibian species, and thousands of
insects, worms and crustaceans. The spectacular Paradise
riflebird, Regent bowerbird and Noisy pitta can be spotted
regularly. There are also many mammals and nocturnal
marsupials including Sugar gliders, Redlegged pademelons
and Antechinus. Carpet pythons, Southern angle-headed
dragons and Green tree snakes are among the reptiles in the
sanctuary.
A colony of rare mountain freshwater crayfish (Euastacus
urospinosus) only found in the Blackall and Conondale
Ranges, live in the creek bank. The diverse insect life includes
the beautiful Richmond birdwing butterfly, the endangered
Southern pink underwing moth and the primitive Trapdoor
spider.

Discover the Rainforest
Discover the reserve’s plants and animals on your own or talk
to one of the centre’s friendly and knowledgeable volunteers.
Visitors can enjoy a choice of relaxing walks through the
rainforest including a wheelchair-accessible mid-canopy
boardwalk or, if you wish to stretch your legs, there is a 1.7km
easy graded rainforest bush track that encompasses all the
sights and sounds of the forest.
A gold coin donation is appreciated. Donations help us
preserve this special place for generations to come through
research, conservation activities and community education.

Rainforest Discovery Centre
A State-of-the-art Rainforest Discovery Centre offers a
multi-sensory, interactive and imaginative experience for
all ages. Staffed by volunteers, the Centre features living
exhibits and interactive displays as well as immersive
and augmented reality experiences.

